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SUBJECT: ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON'S MEETING WITH 
TUNISIAN AMBASSADOR HEDDA, MAY 27. 

1 . HEDDA REQUESTED AN URGENT MEETING WITH ATHERTON THIS 
MORNING. HE SAID THAT NOUIRA HAD TELEPHONED HIM EARLIER 
THIS MORNING, ASKING HEDDA TO ALERT THE DEPARTMENT ON THE 
ARRIVAL OF THE BATES RIG ACCOMPANIED BY A LIBYAN SUBMARINE 
AND THREE LIBYAN GUNBOATS. HEDDA SAID GOT AT THE MOMENT 
WAS NOT SURE WHAT ITS COURSE OE ACTION WOULD BE, PERHAPS 

IT WOULD BRING THE ISSUE BEEORE THE SECURITY COUNCIL. 

2. ATHERTON CONVEYED OUR STRONG CONCERN IN THIS MATTER, 

RECOUNTING THE LETTER TO READING AND BATES AND OUR TALKS 
WITH THEM PLUS OUR LACK OP ANY LEGAL RECOURSE. HE ALSO 
EXPRESSED OUR CONCERN OVER ANY EMPLOYMENT OP PORCE AND, 

OP COURSE, OVER THE SAPETY OF AMERICAN CREW MEMBERS 
INVOLVED. HE THOUGHT BRINGING THE ISSUE TO THE SECURITY 
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COUNCIL MIGHT BE HELPPUL. 

3. HEDDA STATED THAT ALL THE ARAB STATES (INCLUDING IRAQ 
AND ALGERIA) WERE ON THE TUNISIAN SIDE IN THIS DISPUTE 
WITH LIBYA. HE ALSO SAID THAT WHILE THE GOT WOULD UNDER- 
STAND OUR LEGAL BIND, THE TUNISIAN PEOPLE WILL NOT BE 
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ABLE TO UNDERSTAND HOW THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT COULD GET 
THE SCARABEO OUT OF THE DISPUTED WATERS, BUT THE U.S. 
GOVERNMENT IS POWERLESS TO DO THE SAME WITH ONE OF ITS 
OWN SHIPS. HEDDA SAID THE LIBYAN AIM IN USING AN AMER- 
ICAN SHIP WAS TO "CREATE CONFUSION" IN TUNISIAN-US 
RELATIONS. 

4. HEDDA SAID HE HAS BEEN TRYING TO MEET WITH SENATORS 
BARTLETT AND BELLMON OE OKLAHOMA TO ASK FOR THEIR ASSIS- 
TANCE IN PERSUADING THE PARENT COMPANY OP READING AND 
BATES IN TULSA TO DESIST FROM THIS ACTION, BUT HE HAS 
BEEN UNABLE TO CONTACT THEM. HE IS READY TO FLY TO OKLA- 
HOMA TOMORROW TO SEE COMPANY REPRESENTATIVES. 

5. ATHERTON TOLD HEDDA WE WOULD CONTACT OUR UN AND H 
PEOPLE TO ASK FOR THEIR ASSISTANCE IN THIS MATTER. HE 
WOULD ALSO INFORM SENATOR STONE THIS AFTERNOON, BEFORE 
HIS DEPARTURE, OF THIS DEVELOPMENT IN TUNISIA. 

VANCE 
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